
From the  

Director’s Desk… 
 

T 
he gardens at the Library are 

once again delighting all with 

summer colors and opportuni-

ties for learning experiences for chil-

dren and adults, thanks to grants, do-

nations, and the loving care by volun-

teers. 

 On the south lawn of the  

library, the Middlefork Audubon Soci-

ety has created and maintains a prairie 

garden.  Carefully selected and nur-

tured perennials of native plants are 

designed to attract butterflies, hum-

mingbirds, and others. 

 On the Vermilion Street 

lawn, the gardens developed by Maria 

Sermersheim through our partnership 

with the University of Illinois Exten-

sion, are producing flowers, fruit and 

vegetables for the neighborhood fami-

lies to tend and to cook with.  The 

sunflower house is growing, and the 

garden table, chairs, and bench pro-

vide a quiet spot for families to enjoy 

reading and appreciating the beauties 

of nature. 

 This Spring, the Library   

received a ―Keep Vermilion County 

Beautiful‖ Grant in the amount of 

$400.  The grant will be used, along 

with the Library‘s Grounds Mainte-

nance budget and in-kind donations, to 

purchase annual and perennial plants 

and mulch.   

 This year, in addition to edu-

cating Your Family Resource Connec-

tion families and giving Peer Court 

students the opportunity to complete 

community service hours and learn 

about gardening, Maria will also work 

with students from the Center for Chil-

dren‘s Services. 

 We‘re grateful to all who are 

making the library a place to enjoy — 

both inside and out! 

Barbara J. Nolan, Library Director 
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 The Danville Public Library 

Children‘s Department invites kids to 

―Scare Up A Good Book‖ during its 

Summer Reading Program.  It began on 

June 1, was launched with a party on 

June 5, and will continue until August 

28. 

 Kids can sign up any time.  

They can enter their names for prize 

drawings each time they read five books 

or 200 pages. 

 In addition to helping kids find 

the perfect summer reading, the Chil-

dren‘s Department has planned many 

programs Monday through Friday: 

  

¶ Mondays and Tuesdays – 10 a.m. 

–  ―Tingly Tales‖ 

¶ Mondays – 11 a.m. – ―Spy 

School,‖ for ages 8 and older 

¶ Mondays – 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. – 

―Scary Movies‖ 

¶ Wednesdays – 11 a.m. – ―Wild 

Things‖ Preschool Activities 

¶ Wednesdays – 2 p.m. – ―Chillers & 

Thrillers Book Club,‖ for ages 8 – 

12 

¶ Thursdays – 10 a.m. – ―Spooky 

Crafts‖ 

¶ Thursdays – 2 p.m. – ―Grub Time‖ 

¶ Fridays – 9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. – 

―Werewolf Reading Dog,‖ a chance 

to read scary stories to the Children‘s 

Department‘s therapy dogs. 

Maria Sermersheim will conduct 

a ―Fun, Food & Friends‖ summer camp at 

the library from June 29 through July 1 as 

part of our partnership with the Univer-

sity of Illinois Extension.  Children may 

register for the library camp by calling 

442-8615. 

Accelerated Reader Opportunities 

 New this summer is a partner-

ship with Danville School District #118 

to encourage students to read books on 

the Accelerated Reader list at the Dan-

ville Public Library and then take the AR 

tests at East Park Elementary School at 

the south computer lab on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 The opportunity will be available 

through July 1st and is co-sponsored by 

District 118 Elementary Schools (East 

Park, Cannon, Edison, Garfield, Liberty, 

Meade Park, Northeast, and Southwest). 

 All students passing ten tests 

with 80% or greater will receive certifi-

cates.  Thanks to a generous donation 

from Wal-Mart, the two highest point 

earners in each grade level of K—5 will 

receive a first place gift card for $50 or a 

second place gift card for $25.  Prizes will 

be awarded at the Library on Tuesday, 

July 6, at 10:30 a.m. 

This newsletter is sponsored by Beltone Hearing Aid Service. 

òScare Up a Good Bookó this  

Summer in the Childrenõs Dept. 
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Spotlight on: 
 

Online Resources 24/7 

A Grand Opening Celebration 

of the library‘s new Teen Space will be 

held on Thursday, July 8, beginning at   

1 p.m.  The Teen Space is located on the 

second floor, just east of the Conference 

Room and the back issues of magazines 

and newspapers. 

Angela Albeanese, a recently-

promoted eighth grader at North Ridge 

Middle School, will read her essay, 

―Life‘s Highway‖, which won the Fran-

cis Triplett Bandy Award this year. 

There will be refreshments and 

drawings for Chamber Dollars which can 

be used at a variety of area businesses.  

The guidelines for a new teen literary 

magazine will be available. 

The Teen Space became a pos-

sibility when the library downsized its 

back issues of magazines.  The discarded 

magazines were offered to the public 

during the Friends of the Library‘s book 

sale in February. 

The Teen Space became a real-

ity in May when shelving no longer 

needed for magazines was installed, fur-

niture was moved from elsewhere in 

the building, and the Young Adult 

books and graphic novels were moved 

from their location on the first floor 

next to the Audiovisual Department up 

to the Teen Space. 

Sue Daugherty, Teen Services 

Coordinator, began staffing the Teen 

Space from 3 to 5 p.m. Monday 

through Friday beginning May 17.  

That ―soft opening‖ gave her the 

chance to survey teens about summer 

hours. 

On June 9, she instituted the 

Teen Space summer hours of 1 to 3 

p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Teens have access to two 

computers with Internet connections 

which are available the hours that Sue 

is staffing the area.  Teens with laptops 

may also tap into the library‘s wireless 

Internet access. 

Sue offers creative writing 

workshops each Tuesday and Thursday 

and board games on Wednesdays for 

teens age 12 through 18. 

Teen Space Grand Opening July 8  

 Danville Public Library card-

holders may use their home or office 

computers to access a wealth of online 

resources – all available 24/7 and free of 

charge.  By visiting the library‘s 

―Catalogs, Databases & E-Collections‖ 

webpage at www.danville.lib.il.us/

catalogs.htm, users have access to: 

¶ Mango Languages: An online   

language-instruction system offering 

nine foreign languages and three 

English as a Second Language   

options. 

¶ Music Online for Public Librar-

ies: 200,000+ tracks of streaming 

music covering most major genres, 

including Bluegrass, Blues, Chil-

dren‘s, Classical, Folk, Hip-Hop, 

Jazz, Latin, Reggae, R&B, Rock, 

Sacred, Show tunes, and World. 

¶ My Media Mall:  Hundreds of 

downloadable Audiobooks, eBooks, 

and Videos.  Many audiobooks are 

iPod-compatible. 

¶ HeritageQuest Online: Geneal-

ogy database offering census data,    

family records, and local histories.  

¶ Reference Databases: Sites in-

clude A to Z Maps Online, Global 

Road Warrior (travel guides), 

McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of 

Science & Technology, Morning-

star Mutual Funds Online, Refer-

ence USA, and Salem Health. 

¶ LINC:  The online catalog, from 

which users may search for library 

materials and reserve or renew 

items. 

 Remote Access to most of 

these resources is limited to library 

card holders.  A Danville Public     

Library card may be obtained at the 

Circulation Desk on the first floor.  For 

more information about obtaining a 

card, call 477-5220.   

LIBRARY LAUNCHES 
òMOVIES ABOUT 
MOVIESó SERIES 

  

 Following the success of its 

year-long Great Books to Great Films 

movie/discussion series, the Danville 

Public Library launched a new six-

month series, ―Movies about Movies,‖ 

starting May 10 with the Woody Allen 

comedy The Purple Rose of Cairo and 

June 14 with the classic Sunset Boule-

vard. 

 ―Movies about Movies‖ will 

explore the ways filmmakers have 

portrayed their own profession on 

screen, from the comedic to the dra-

matic.  On the second Monday eve-

ning of each month from May through 

October, participants will screen a 

different movie and have an informal 

discussion afterward facilitated by 

library staff.  All screenings will begin 

at 6:30 p.m. in the library‘s first floor 

meeting room.  The series is made 

possible by a grant from the Danville 

Library Foundation. 

 

The remainder of the schedule is: 

 

¶ July 12 — Independent Filmmak-

ing: Ed Wood (1994) 

 

¶ August 9 — Lampooning Tinsel-

town: Sullivanôs Travels (1942) 

 

¶ September 13 — African-

Americans in Film: Hollywood 

Shuffle (1987) 

 

¶ October 11 — Filmmaking as 

Obsession: Shadow of the Vam-

pire (2000) 

 

For more information, visit the series 

website at www.danville.lib.il.us/

movies.htm, or contact the Audiovis-

ual Department at 477-5224.   
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SUMMER  
USED BOOK SALE  

 

Saturday, July 24  
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

 

Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Danville Public Library  

 
 

To volunteer, sign up at the Check-
out Desk.  Earn one free book 
(excluding collectibles) for every 
hour worked!  (Set -up :  Friday, July 
23, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.)   

 Chrisman native and nationally-

recognized author Theresa (Daughhetee) 

Melaragno will appear at the library on 

Tuesday, July 27, for a presentation and 

a book signing of her new book, The 

Integrity Meltdown.  The program will 

be held in the first floor Meeting Room 

at 3:30 p.m.  Copies of her book will be 

available for sale and autographing. 

 In The Integrity Meltdown, 

Theresa Melaragno identifies the crisis 

that challenges the future of America. 

She asserts that it has only taken a few    

decades for this nation to degenerate 

from a society of great freedom and 

world-leading prosperity to one of     

routine corporate and political scandal, 

back door deals, Ponzi schemes, layoffs, 

addiction to handouts and now govern-

ment bailouts of private business. Her 

high-impact presentations reveal the 

diluted value system of government and 

business leaders and why a return to 

integrity is critical to our freedom, pros-

perity and success. 

 She is a nationally recognized 

speaker, ATHENA Business Women's 

Award nominee, a business executive, 

entrepreneur, consultant — and a stage-

three cancer survivor.  Through appear-

ances on CNN and radio interviews, she 

has earned a reputation for being       

unswerving in principle, motivating peo-

ple to perform at high levels, and helping 

organizations build lasting foundations 

through integrity-based leadership 

 Her message has educated and 

encouraged audiences across the nation 

at conferences, business forums, associa-

tion events, and leadership retreats, as 

she shares insights that are relevant and 

actionable.  

 Theresa is a member of the 

Colorado Women's Chamber of Com-

merce and serves on the Board of Direc-

tors for a Colorado-based consulting 

firm and nonprofit organization that ad-

vocates justice initiatives on behalf of 

those in need. She lives with her hus-

band and children in Colorado. 

 For more information about 

Theresa Melaragno, her book, and a  

description of her presentations, visit  

www.integritymeltdown.com. 

 The Walldogs are coming to 

Danville August 5-8, and a host of 

agencies and volunteers are planning 

activities to enhance the experience, 

including the Library. 

 What are Walldogs?  They are 

sign and mural artists from around the 

world who follow the historic tradition 

of painting advertisements on walls.  

The original artists called themselves 

―walldogs.‖   

 The modern-day Walldogs 

will spend four intense, creative days in 

Danville, working with local volunteers 

and artists to bring area history to life 

on the walls of downtown businesses. 

 There will be children‘s activi-

ties, music, a puppy parade, and a host 

of other opportunities for people to 

celebrate history, dogs, and Walldogs 

— and to watch the artistic process.  

The library will be offering a series of 

movies about dogs for families to enjoy 

in air-conditioned comfort August 5 

through 7.  For more information, visit 

www.thewalldogs.com or the library‘s 

website. 
 Ward Hill Lamon was a Dan-

ville lawyer; Abraham Lincoln‘s friend 

and law partner; a U. S. Marshal and 

personal bodyguard to the new President  

Lincoln.  In 1872, he wrote The Life of 

President Lincoln; From His Birth to 

His Inauguration as President.   At his 

death in 1893, he left an unpublished 

manuscript, The Life of Abraham Lin-

coln as President.  This past year, author 

and historian Bob O‘Connor edited   

Lamon‘s manuscript.  It is scheduled to 

be published in Fall 2010.   

 On Friday, June 25, at 3 p.m., 

in the library‘s first floor Meeting Room, 

Bob O‘Connor will give the Danville 

area audience a ―sneak preview‖ of   

Lamon‘s book with a presentation and a 

reading.  Copies of O‘Connor‘s four 

previous books about Lamon and the 

Civil War will be available for purchase 

and autographing. 

 O‘Connor, a native of Dixon, 

Illinois, and graduate of Northern Illinois 

University, spent two and a half years 

researching the life of  Lamon, in prepa-

ration for his book The Virginian Who 

Might Have Saved Lincoln.  Now living 

in Charles Town, West Virginia, O‘Con-

nor calls Lamon ―one of Danville‘s least 

known famous celebrities.‖ 

 O‘Connor also will be available 

for conversation and autographing at the 

historic Lamon House in Lincoln Park 

during ―Arts in the Park‖ on Saturday, 

June 26 and Sunday, June 27 (10 a.m.—

5 p.m.) 

 For more information about 

Bob O‘Connor and his books, visit 

www.boboconnorbooks.com.   

National speaker Theresa Melaragno 
to appear at library July 27 

Author Bob OõConnor to offer òsneak previewó of 

Lamon manuscript about Lincoln on June 25 



Danville Library Foundation Announces 2010 - 2011 Officers and Board of Directors  
 

It is with great pleasure and much gratitude that the Library Foundation announces the 2010-2011 Officers and Board of Directors.  

The Board represents a diverse group of individuals that care about the Library and the opportunities it offers to the community.  

They give of their time, expertise, enthusiasm, and support on a regular basis at Foundation Board meetings and committee meetings 

throughout the year.  They use their creativity and tireless efforts to conduct fund raising efforts to benefit the Foundation and ulti-

mately the Library.  Their enthusiasm for the Library is second only to their generosity.  The following individuals are serving on the 

Danville Library Foundation Board of Directors for the 2010-2011 fiscal-year.   
 

 Dr. Thomas Herrmann, President  Michael Johnson  Millie Wilson  Tom Stone 

 Lon Henderson, Vice President  Travis Foster  Gary Resh  Wayne Keck 

 Jim Anderson, Treasurer   Amy Hoose  Melody Ehrlich  Carla Boyd 

 Frank Brunacci, Secretary   Eve Ludwig  Sue Garrison  Tonya Fielder  
 Cathy Reardon, Executive Director        Carmelita Phillips 
 

 Ex-Officio Members: Barb Nolan, Bill Satterwhite, Gill Garman 

  

special had just occurred. 

 In the second envelope was a 

note from a donor explaining the she was 

making a gift to support a project of the 

Danville Public Library which was to 

create and maintain a library at the Green 

Meadows apartment complex.  What 

made this gift so special was the fact that 

the donor lives in Michigan and has never 

been to our library.  She had read an arti-

cle about the Green Meadows project and 

decided to set up an on-line blog chal-

lenge to get other library lovers interested 

in supporting our cause.  

 Two donors, one  loves the   

library and the memories of childhood 

trips with her father to check-out books 

and she wants families to remember that 

what makes the library great is the books.  

The second donor loves all libraries   

including those she has only heard about 

and she uses technology not only to raise 

awareness, but also to help raise funds to 

support libraries.  I am confident that this 

donor also loves books just as much as 

technology.   

 These two donors help us to 

understand that the past and the future of 

the library are firmly linked together with 

memories of days gone by and visions of 

the days yet to come; it‘s the collective 

generosity of all of our donors who    

together form this special bond.   

 I would like to thank all of our 

donors for believing that the work we do 

is important and for trusting in us to do it 

well.  Your kindness and generosity is 

greatly appreciated and deeply treasured.   

 

Cathy Reardon, Executive Director 

48 children‘s books, the comic strips 

―Nancy‖, ―Today‘s Dog‖, and ―Jim 

Henson‘s MUPPETS‖.  

 Rin Tin Tin is a descendant of 

the television star from 1954-1959 who 

was considered to be one of the most 

famous German Shepherds of all time.  
  

  A Tale of Two Donors 

 In April, another remarkable  

happening occurred for the Foundation.  

It was a Friday, and I was very busy 

working on many different projects with 

looming deadlines.  As I walked up to 

my mailbox in the library, I saw two 

letters.  The first one was from a won-

derful donor who had recently made a 

generous gift in memory of her younger 

sister who had passed away.  With the 

gift, she had included a note about how 

much the library has meant to her and 

she reminisced about the special times 

she had visiting the library as a child.  I 

was very touched by her kind words and 

I wrote back to ask if I could share her 

story with others.   

 Her reply was one of the two 

letters I had just received.  In her letter, 

she told me she would be honored to 

share her story and hoped that it would 

encourage others to support the library as 

well.  What caught my attention the most 

were her last comments which read, 

―The library was a very important part of 

my growing up years.  With all of the 

new technology, I do hope we don‘t for-

get about just plain BOOKS!‖   Now, I 

found this statement to be quite interest-

ing and I think I even smiled as I read it; 

however it wasn‘t until after I opened the 

second letter that I knew something very 

From the Executive 

Director’s Desk… 

 It is with much pleasure and 

enthusiasm that I am communicating 

with you as your new Executive Director 

at the Danville Library Foundation.  My 

first three months at the Foundation have 

gone by very quickly and have been 

sprinkled with a variety of wonderful 

experiences, new challenges and enor-

mous rewards. 
 

Celebrity Doodle Art Events 

 In late March and early April, I 

had the privilege of working with our 

terrific Foundation Board members and 

community volunteers to hold our first 

ever Celebrity Doodle Art Auction/Gala.   

 The event was sponsored by our 

generous friends at the Julius W. Hege-

ler II Foundation.  Thank you Julius 

and Lois!  Also, I would like to express 

my sincere gratitude to everyone who 

contributed to the success of this fund-

raising event.   

 Appearing in the Children‘s 

Department at the library the morning of 

the event were two very special guests.  

They were syndicated cartoonist Guy 

Gilchrist and Rin Tin Tin.    

 Guy is the international multi-

award winning writer and cartoonist of 

Danville Public Library News    4 
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HOOSE NAMED VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR  
 

 Amy Hoose was recently named the 2009-2010 Library Foundation Volunteer of the Year. 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of any non-profit organization and their time, expertise, and enthusiasm 

are indispensable!  Amy Hoose epitomizes the best in volunteer service and dedication. 

 She has labored tirelessly to make sure that the Library Foundation‘s work and contribu-

tions are known throughout our community.  Her drive, leadership and enthusiasm as Co-Chair of 

the 2010 Doodle Art fundraising event were definitely the key to its success. 

 Amy worked for months planning the event, requesting doodle art from the celebrities, and 

soliciting gifts from donors.  She accomplished all of this while balancing her business responsibili-

ties as area sales manager for Trillium Staffing.  As a result of her dedication the fundraiser was 

extremely successful. 

 In addition to leading the fundraising initiatives, Amy accepted the additional responsibil-

ity of selecting an Executive     Director Search and Review Committee and then guiding the search committee through the hir-

ing of the new Foundation Executive Director. 

 We truly appreciate Amy for her willingness to give of her time, energy and talents for the betterment of the Danville 

Public Library and the Foundation. 

 Motherõs Day Memories 
 

 The Danville Library Foundation hopes that honoring mothers by contributing to the Foundation will become an annual 

Mother‘s Day tradition for area residents.  The library staff and foundation members understand the great influence mothers have in 

fostering a love of reading in the lives of their children.   

 

 Mimi Martin, the mother of Eileen Dunavan, of Tilton loved to read and always encouraged her daughter to enjoy books.  

For Mimi, ―reading was like taking a vacation and going wherever the books were taking her.‖   

 

 Clara Kinkade of Boubonnais, IL, the mother of Paula Hart of Danville, was always there for her children.  Among the 

multitude of wonderful things she did while caring for her family; Clara would ―. . . take her children to the library and let them sit 

on the big lions out front.‖   

 

 Lucy Krabbe, the mother of Carolyn Burke of Danville, inspired not only her family to read, but also many others.  Lucy 

opened a mini library in her home and invited children in Oakwood to come to her house to ―check-out‖ books.  She even fined 

them if the books were not returned on the due date.   In the words of Carolyn, ―If you can not read well, you will struggle the rest  

of your life.  Thanks, Mom for your love and inspiration.‖   

 

 Jean Hull, the mother of Beth Chamberlain, not only encouraged the love of reading to her daughter, but also showed how 

fun and important reading is to others.  She was an elementary librarian for many years in the Springfield, Illinois School District. 

 
Books and the magic of words have always been important to Barb Nolan‘s mother, ―Boots‖ (Beulah) Brenner, both for 

personal enjoyment and to share with others.  The following is an excerpt from Barb‘s Mother‘s Day memories. ―Vacation times at 

McCormick‘s Creek State Park near Spencer, Indiana, always began with a trip to the local bookstore to load up on mysteries, and 

our quiet times in the cabin were punctuated by the soft whisper of pages turning as all four of us relaxed with good books.  Mom, 

especially, was always able to delve so deeply into a book that the rest of the world faded away until she was finished.  She said that 

one of the great things about being retired was that she could read well into the night and not have to worry about getting up early to 

go to work! 

Her love of words has extended to penning her own memoirs, writing the first, ‗Widow in the Woods‘, at the age of 82.     

A second book followed, ‗More from the Widow in the Woods‘, and she is completing her third, ‗The Widow Leaves the Woods: 

From Rocky Mountain Goat to Illinois Prairie Chicken‘.  All reveal a rich life, a love of nature, family and friends, and a positive 

attitude that has inspired readers to feel more confident about tackling whatever life sends their way.‖ 

 

Helen Bouslog, the mother of Keith Bouslog, was also honored for fostering the love of reading and literacy to others. 

 

 

ñBooks are the treasured wealth of the world  

and the fit inheritance of generations and nations.ò  

-- Henry David Thoreau  
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June 1ðAugust 28:  ―Scare Up a Good Book‖ 

Summer Reading Program, Children‘s Department.  

See p. 1 for details. 

June 24:  D.P.L. Book Club—The Mill on the Floss 

by George Eliot, 6:30 p.m., second floor Conference 

Room.   

June 25:  Book signing and remarks by Bob O‘Con-

nor, editor of Ward Hill Lamon‘s manuscript, The 

Life of Abraham Lincoln as President, 3—5 p.m., 

first floor Meeting Room.  See p. 3. 

July 1ð31:  Exhibit commemorating the 60th anni-

versary of the Korean War, June 25, 1950—July 27, 

1953, first floor. 

July  5:  Library CLOSED for Independence 

Day. 

July 6ðAugust 20:  Exhibit of ―I sing the Body 

Electric‖ artwork by area students, second floor. 

July 8:  Teen Space Grand Opening, 1—3 p.m., 

second floor.  See p. 2. 

July 12:  ―Movies About Movies‖: Ed Wood, 6:30 

p.m., first floor Meeting Room. 

July 22:  D.P.L. Book Club—Eat, Pray, Love by 

Elizabeth Gilbert, 6:30 p.m., second floor Confer-

ence Room. 

July 24:  Friends of the Library Summer Used 

Book Sale, 9 a.m.ð4:30 p.m., first floor Meeting 

Room.  (Sign up at the Checkout Desk to volun-

teer for the set-up day, July 23, or sale day.) 

July 27:  Book signing and remarks by Theresa 

Melaragno, author of The Integrity Meltdown, 

3:30 p.m., first floor Meeting Room.  See p. 3. 

August 9:  ―Movies About Movies‖: Sullivanôs 

Travels, 6:30 p.m., first floor Meeting Room. 

August 26:  D.P.L. Book Club—An American 

Childhood by Annie Dillard, 6:30 p.m., second 

floor Conference Room. 

September 6:  Library CLOSED for Labor 

Day. 

September 13:  ―Movies About Movies‖: Holly-

wood Shuffle, 6:30 p.m., first floor Meeting Room. 

Visit the Danville Public Libraryôs Web Page: 

www.danville.lib.il.us 

To access LINC at 

home or work: 

www.danville.lib.il.us/

catalogs.htm 
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319 N. Vermilion St.  

Danville, IL 61832 
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